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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 ) □ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 



2a) □ This action is FINAL. 



2b) □ This action is non-final. 



3)5(1 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

4)5(1 Claim(s) 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 

5) 5(1 Claim (s) .^n 

6) D Claim(s) 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are pending in the application. 
_ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 
9)5(1 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) 53 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-{d). 
a)D All b)D Some* cM None of: 

1 . 53 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
14)D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 



Attachment(s) 

1 5) 5(1 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

1 6) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PT0-948) 

17) 5() Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 3 



18) O Interview Summary (PTO-4131 Paper No(sl. 

1 9| O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
20)0 Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d) 
based upon an application filed in Japan on June 29, 1999 (and not received by the Office). A 
claim for priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d) cannot be based on said application, since the 
United States application was filed more than twelve months thereafter. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The Information Disclosure Statement, filed March 2, 2001, is acknowledged and has 
been considered. 

Drawings 

3. The corrected or substitute drawings were received on May 21, 2001. These drawings are 
accepted. 

Specification 

4. The incorporation of essential material in the specification by reference to a foreign 
application or patent, or to a publication is improper. Applicant is required to amend the 
disclosure (see page 1) to include the material incorporated by reference or cancel the improper 
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incorporation. The amendment must be accompanied by an affidavit or declaration executed by 
the applicant, or a practitioner representing the applicant, stating that the amendatory material 
consists of the same material incorporated by reference in the referencing application. See In re 
Hawkins, 486 F.2d 569, 179 USPQ 157 (CCPA 1973); In re Hawkins, 486 F.2d 579, 179 
USPQ 163 (CCPA 1973); and/« re Hawkins, 486 F.2d 577, 179 USPQ 167 (CCPA 1973). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-11 are allowed. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: the 
prior art neither anticipates nor makes obvious a snowmobile including an engine as claimed, 
having a crankcase, crankshaft rotatably journaled therewithin, and a cylinder block and cam drive 
mechanism as claimed in detail, specifically wherein the cam drive mechanism is connected to the 
crankshaft at a first end portion of the crankshaft, and a transmission is connected to the 
crankshaft at a second portion opposite the first portion, the criticality of such arrangement being 
recited in detail in the specification. The above recitation, combined with the rest of the structure 
recited in the independent claims, clearly defines over the prior art. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. D'Amours (U.S. Patent No. 5,036,802), Fukuda (U.S. Patent No. 5,279,381), 
Harano et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,957,230), Uchida (U.S. Patent No. 6,155,374), Ashida (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,227,323), and Hiraoka (U.S. Patent No. 6,293,233) disclose snowmobiles having 
engines with crankcases and cylinder blocks. 

8. This application is in condition for allowance except for the formal matters recited above 
in detail. Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte 
Quayle, 1935 C D. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this letter. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Avraham Lerner whose telephone number is (703) 308-0423. 




AVRAHAM H. LERNER 
PATENT EXAMINER 



November 5, 2001 



